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Meet
Our New
Trustees
By Laurie Whitman,
Library Trustee

The Board and staff would
like to welcome our new
trustees. Each brings a love
of the La Grange Park Library to her post, as well as
different kinds of experience,
expertise, and energy.
Sheryl Cox believes that
education and reading form
the foundation of America.
She feels that the Library is a
place where we can educate
ourselves, our family, and
our friends. The community
in which we live allows us to
share our experiences with
one another. She is looking
forward to executing strategies to keep the high standards of our Library intact.
Sheryl’s first memory of a
library was walking up the
beautiful wooden spiral staircase at the Decatur Public
Library with her mother.

program spotlight
For more information or
to learn more about other
upcoming programs,
visit us at lplibrary.org

Her favorite book as a child
was Little Women by Louisa
May Alcott. As an adult she
enjoyed Ayn Rand’s Atlas
Shrugged.
Danielle Johnson feels
that our Library provides a
common meeting place and
resources for everyone to enjoy. She feels that the Library
does a great job in supporting the community’s values
of reading and literacy. Danielle is especially interested in
issues facing modern libraries, as she plans to attend
graduate school for Library
and Information Science this
fall.
Danielle’s first memory of a
library is going to morning
story time at the La Grange
Park Public Library! She
loved Ella Enchanted by Gail
Carson Levine as a child, and

Adults

Have Book - Will Travel

Adult Summer Reading Program
Saturday, June 1-Saturday, July 20
It’s not just for kids! Anyone 18 and over can enjoy the
benefits of our summer reading program. Read three books
– that’s just one every other week – and it can be any book
you’d like. Listening to audiobooks counts, too. We’ll have
a bibliography of travel stories at the Reference Desk to help
guide your reading. Simply fill out a reading log (or use our
new online reading logs, available at lplibrary.org) and let us
know if you liked your selections. Completed reading logs
will be entered into our gift bag raffle.

her current favorite is Till We
Have Faces by C. S. Lewis.
Rachel Rivera brings a
wealth of expertise in fine
arts, early childhood education, and program development for families and children. She believes that the
Library is the cultural heart
of La Grange Park. Rachel
states that we are lucky to
have such a powerful resource for learning in our
own backyard.
Libraries have always been
a magical place for Rachel;
she always came home with
as many books as she could
hold. Her favorites as a child
were Where the Sidewalk
Ends by Shel Silverstein
and Charlotte’s Web by E.
B. White. As an adult, her
continued on page 3...
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programs for
children

Have Book - Will Travel
Monday, June 10 through Friday, July 19
Register beginning Tuesday, May 28

Pack your suitcases and join us in the Children’s Department
for our summer reading program! Babies through 5th graders
sign up in the Children’s Department, set a goal, and receive
a reading log. Come to the Library each week to report your
progress and win a different prize from our suitcase. Everyone who reaches their reading goal by July 19 will get a final
prize, be entered in our raffle, and receive an invitation to
our Summer Party on July 24, featuring the music, comedy,
and general mayhem of Grammy-nominated musician Dave
Rudolf.
We’ll also have weekly contests, surprises, and a full schedule of activities for children, including story times for babies,
toddlers, and preschoolers; programs for grade-school kids,
including movies and crafts; and our Friday Lunch Bunch.
Details will be available in the Children’s Department and
lplibrary.org in late May.

Student Volunteers
Needed

Need service hours? Like
working with little kids?
Volunteer in the Children’s
Department! Students
entering 6th grade and up
can sign up by May 31 to
help out with our summer
reading program. Work at
the Children’s Desk, assist
with our activities, or do
odd jobs for the staff – it’s
all important work, and we
need you! Get more information at the Children’s
Desk.

Keep Reading All Summer Long
Studies show that increased summer reading reduces summer
learning loss. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan stated, “A
key step toward stopping the summer slide is the development of high quality programs that take advantage of time
outside the school day and year to help children learn, grow,
and develop.” Such programs, he said, can help children
access academic growth and supports, explore and discover
their personal interests, and “help them visualize and really
understand where they’re going next and what it takes to be
successful there.” We heartily agree! In addition to our summer reading program, we offer other opportunities for kids to
keep up their reading skills over the summer:
Book Buddies
Sign up by Friday, May 31
This 6-week program gives beginning readers going into 1st
through 3rd grades a chance to practice and improve their
skills while reading with an older student. Book Buddies
sessions are scheduled during the summer reading program.
Time reading together counts toward the reading goals for
both participants. Sign up to be paired with a buddy and get
ready to read!
Read to the Dogs
One morning a week, beginning readers can come to the
Library to read to one of our specially trained therapy dogs.
Each child reads from the book of his or her choice for fifteen
minutes, while a furry friend listens.
Registration for our summer activities is always a week in
advance. Get more information and sign up at the Children’s
Desk, online at lplibrary.org, or by calling 708-352-0100.
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Planning a Trip this
Summer?

Whether you’re traveling
near or far, send us a postcard from your vacation destination! Or, take along our
summer mascot, Stan Flatley,
and send us a photo of him
wherever you are. When you
return home, come to the
Children’s Department to see
your destination on our giant
map, and we’ll give you a
special prize. You can participate in the summer reading
program from anywhere in
the world by logging into
lplibrary.org to report your
reading progress. The Children’s Services staff will give
you the details when you
register.

American Red Cross
Babysitting Course

Mondays and Tuesdays,
June 10-11, 17-18, 24-25, or
July 8-9, 1-5 p.m.
Designed for 11 to 15 yearolds, the Babysitter’s Training course teaches infant and
child care, leadership and
problem-solving skills, safety
and emergency management,
and business skills. There is
a fee for this program. Participants must attend both
classes in the same week to
be certified. Register in person at the Children’s Desk.

teen programs

Have Book - Will Travel

Monday, June 3 through Friday, July 19
Sign up starting Monday, June 3, 1 p.m.
Join the Young Adult summer reading program! This year
we’re mixing it up a bit. Instead of reading three books, you’ll
keep track of the number of hours read.
Have Book - Will Travel Summer Activities
With seven luxurious weeks to fill, you can bet that there
will be a variety of fun, delightful, and (possibly) magical
activities for teens in grades 7-12. The complete schedule will
be posted in late May, so keep a lookout for the announcement online - on our website, teen Facebook page, and Twitter feed.
Have Book - Will Travel Summer Reading Party
Friday, July 19, 3 p.m.
Celebrate the end of summer reading with snacks, games,
and raffle prizes.

Road Trip to Insanity, Grades 4-8

Wednesdays, 4 p.m.
Join Ms. Kerry and Sam for crazy cool fun this summer! We’ll
have all kinds of wacky and delicious activities. A complete
list of programs will be available at the Library and lplibrary.
org in late May.

Don’t have time to stop by the Young Adult
Department? Visit online instead.

All programs are for
grades 7-12.
Please sign up online or
at the Reference Desk

1. Library website – lplibrary.org/teens
2. Instant Messenger – Chat with a librarian at lplibrary.org
3. Facebook – Search for “La Grange Park Library Teen
Department,” to keep up-to-date with the latest Young Adult
Department news
4. Twitter – For micro-updates related to all things YA – twitter.com/lpplya
5. Goodreads – Join Sam on this site for people who love
reading – goodreads.com/lpplya

Pixel Club

Fridays, June 14; July 12 and
26; and August 9 and 23
With three laptops, an
XBOX 360, a Wii U, a PS3,
an iPad2, a 3DS, and board
games, there’s always something for everyone. Since
this club meets after the Library closes, you must have
a permission slip to join.

Teen Advisory Board
(TAB)
Mondays, June 3 (Summer
Reading Sign-up)
and August 5, 5 p.m.
Join the TAB every other
month to assist with buying
materials for the collection
(books, music, movies, and
video games), planning
fun programs, and writing
reviews for our website.
TAB also provides volunteer opportunities for those
interested in helping out the
Young Adult Department.

Gaming Advisory
Board (GAB)

Monday, July 8, 5 p.m.
You asked for it, you got it
– a dedicated group meeting
every other month to talk
about everything gaming!
We’ll test out games, plan
programs, and generally
have fun.

...Meet Our New Trustees continued from page 1

"No building is more important to a community
than a library. Within its walls is an equality
of ideas, endless paths of possibility, and the
history of the world."
– Mark Maynard

choices are many, but some
of her favorites are The Joy
Luck Club, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Stones from the
River.
We always welcome your
suggestions, questions, and
comments. There is a list
of Trustees on page 8. You
may email your Trustees at

firstinitial(no space)lastname@lplibrary.org. Board
meetings are on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at
7 p.m. in the second floor
Conference Room. The
public is encouraged to
attend.
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adult
programs

Domestic Violence Awareness

Presented by Samantha Satterwaite, Walk with Therese
Monday, June 3, 7 p.m.
Hear stories from survivors and learn about signs, symptoms,
and types of abuse, and the roles of media and masculinity
in normalizing violence. Places to go for assistance for those
experiencing violence will also be discussed.

3D Movie: Jurassic Park

Saturday, June 8, 2 p.m.
The 3D effects are eye-popping, the surround sound is
cranked up, and the popcorn is fresh and delicious when we
show 3D movies on our giant screen! Just in time for its 20th
anniversary, you’ll thrill to the thundering T-Rex and wily
Velociraptors of one of the greatest summer blockbusters of
all time. Please register to reserve your 3D glasses. Limit
12.

Defensive Driving Class

Monday, June 10 and Tuesday, June 11, 12-4 p.m.
If you are 50 or older, freshen up your driving skills at this
two-day, eight-hour class presented by AARP. Many car insurance companies offer discounted rates to those who have
the certificate earned by taking this class. There is a cost of
$14 per person for materials ($12 for AARP members).We
need a minimum of 10 people to offer the class and have a
maximum of 20 spaces. Please call 708-352-0100 to register.

Your Best Garage
Sale Yet!

Find us on:

Facebook - facebook.com/
lagrangeparklibrary
Twitter - twitter.com/
lplibrary

Presented by Beth Randall
Monday, June 10, 7 p.m.
Want your garage sales to be
more successful? Learn great
ways to make your next sale
a winner. You will hear how
to price your items fairly
and how to display them so
they are more appealing to
customers. Sponsored by the
La Grange Park Friends of
the Library.

Pinterest - pinterest.com/
lplibrary
Shelfari - shelfari.com/
kate-lplibrary
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In order to provide ample seating
and refreshments, we ask that
you register for our programs.
Visit lplibrary.org,
stop by, or give us a call at
708-352-0100 to register.

Cookbook Club
Every Grain of Rice by
Fuchsia Dunlop

Thursday, July 18, 6 p.m.
When we explore a cookbook, it’s potluck meets book
discussion! Sign up at the
Reference Desk, pick a tasty
recipe from our enticing
selection (we’ll keep track to
avoid duplicates), and prepare it for the program. We’ll
sample lots of good food,
talk about what worked and
what didn’t, and select future
cookbooks. This summer’s
book is full of authentic and
delectable (and simple!) Chinese home cooking. Register
in person by July 11.

Ready to Wear &
Jack the Ripper: The
Ready to Paint:
Murderer
Fashion and Modernism Whitechapel
Presented by Linda Putnam
in Late Nineteenth
Monday, August 26, 7 p.m.
Jack the Ripper brings to
Century Paris

Presented by
Michelle Paluch Mishur
Monday, July 15, 7 p.m.
The Art Institute’s newest
exhibit, Impression, Fashion,
and Modernity, explores the
relationships between art
and fashion in the late 19th
century. In this slide lecture,
Michelle Paluch Mishur will
discuss works by the artists
featured in the exhibition,
including Cassatt, Tissot,
Caillebotte, and Renoir, and
their relationship to exciting
developments in the Parisian fashion industry. Sponsored by the La Grange Park
Friends of the Library.

mind vivid images of murder, mayhem, and London’s
foggy East End in the 19th
century. Although the Whitechapel murders took place
in 1888-1891, they remain of
great interest to this day. In
this fascinating presentation,
you’ll hear about the environs of the East End, discover the character and situation
of each victim through geography and pictures, learn of
the criminal detection tools
available to the police, and
uncover the relationship of
the police to the local press.
Sponsored by the La Grange
Park Friends of the Library.

Have Book,
Will - Travel

Neighbor news

Adult Summer Reading Program
Saturday, June 1-Saturday, July 20
It’s not just for kids! Anyone 18
and over can enjoy the benefits
of our summer reading program.
Read three books – that’s just
one every other week – and it can be any book
you’d like. Listening to audiobooks counts, too. We’ll have
a bibliography of travel stories at the Reference Desk to help
guide your reading. Simply fill out a reading log (or use our
new online reading logs, available at lplibrary.org) and let us
know if you liked your selections. Completed reading logs
will be entered into our gift bag raffle.
For more reading ideas, follow Kate, our Adult Services
Director, on GoodReads at goodreads.com/KateZ.

Books alive

Book Discussion Group
Third Tuesday of each month,
2 p.m.

Our summer selections are set in Iraq, Texas, Italy, and
America’s West and Northwest coasts. Books are available
one month before meetings. All are welcome to attend.
June 18 Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail
by Cheryl Strayed
At the age of 26, Cheryl Strayed made an impulsive decision
to hike the more than 1,000 miles of the unforgiving Pacific
Crest Trail, from the Mojave Desert in California to Washington state. Though lacking both experience and training,
she decided to undertake this alone, and with time became
mentally and physically tougher.

La Grange Public Library:
Dig Into Vegetarian Cooking

Friday, July 19, 7 p.m.
Le Cordon Bleu Institute chef Lisa Williams will demonstrate a few luscious vegetarian dishes that you can prepare
from your garden or with farmers market
finds. Please register by calling the La
Grange Library at 708-352-0576.
For additional programming at local
libraries, visit lagrangelibrary.org and
fordlibrary.org.

Thank You
We celebrated National Library Week in April with a
“Guess the Missing Library Cards” contest. Patrons who
named the five states that weren’t represented on our display of cards (Alabama, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi,
and South Dakota) won great prizes, thanks to the generosity of local businesses. About 90% of participants were able
to correctly identify the missing states.
We would like to thank these La Grange Park area businesses for their support of the Library:
Ace Hardware
Family Video
Myslicki Real Estate
Oasis Women’s Fitness & Spa
Sean Patrick Salon & Spa
Symmetry Hair Salon

Knitting at the
Library

July 16 Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter
This is a novel of movies and long ago love, set in Italy in the
1960s and the contemporary Pacific Northwest. This inventive and witty novel features big dreams, lost love, a hotelier,
a starlet, and real life movie star Richard Burton.
August 20 Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk by Ben Fountain
This darkly comic novel takes place over the course of a
single day. Fresh from winning a firefight in Iraq, 19-year-old
Billy Lynn, a member of the Army’s Bravo Squad, is brought
to the U.S. for a PR event at Cowboys Stadium in Dallas.

"Libraries rule! Our local library has become a
refuge, a research facility, and entertainment
center and and literary events headquarters.
What more do we need?"
– Broughton Coburn

New!
Pay with Credit Cards

Left home without any cash?
The Library now accepts
Visa, Mastercard, and Discover credit and debit cards
at the Circulation Desk! Pay
for printouts, fees, and more.
You can also use credit cards
to pay fees or donate on lplibrary.org. Simply click the
“Donate or Pay Fees” link on
the bottom of the site.

Thursdays, June 13, July 11,
and August 8, 10:30 a.m.
Join the Library’s knitting
group’s monthly meetings to knit items for the
Community Nurse Health
Association of La Grange’s
“Secret Santa” project. The
second floor of the Library
offers excellent lighting,
and the group members
offer friendly conversation
and knitting wisdom. All
levels of experience are
welcome. To support the
group, drop off unneeded
yarn at the Circulation
Desk.
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Film Discussion Group

Fridays, 7 p.m.
Do you enjoy talking about movies after the credits roll?
Join us for free screenings of great independent, foreign,
and documentary films on our big screen, followed by brief
discussions.
June 14 Cloud Atlas (2012, dir. Tom Tykwer, Andy Wachowski, and Lana Wachowski; 172 min.) Six storylines,
spanning centuries, are intertwined in this eye-popping,
controversial epic.
July 12 The Central Park Five (2012, dir. Ken Burns, Sarah
Burns, and David McMahon; 119 min.) This energetic documentary follows the conviction and eventual acquittal of
the five minority youths accused of the Central Park Jogger
assault.
July 26 Side by Side (2012, dir Christopher Kenneally; 99
min.) In this fascinating documentary, Keanu Reeves interviews filmmakers, including directors, actors, and cinematographers, about the transition from film to digital photography. This may sound wonky and boring, but it’s a considerably more interesting story than you might imagine!

Computer and Technology Classes
New! Tech Tutors

Confused by Kindle? Weirded out by Windows 8? Stymied
by smartphones? Flummoxed by Facebook? We can help!
Sign up for technology tutoring, and one of our experts will
give you up to 30 minutes of their undivided attention to
help you solve your electronic issues. Bring your device or
use ours! Limited slots are available weekly, and advance
registration is required. Call us at 708-352-0100 or visit the
Reference Desk to arrange a session.

Help Us Plan Future Technology Classes

We’re taking a break from computer and technology classes
this summer, but they’ll return in the fall. Now is your
chance to let us know what subjects you’d like to see covered! Tell us at the Reference Desk by Monday, July 15 and
we will take your suggestions into consideration.

Books Recently Added to Our Collection

August 9 No (2012, dir. Pablo Larraín; 118 min.) An advertising executive is engaged to create a television campaign
in opposition to the Chilean government in this thrilling
drama.

Stop by and ask one of our friendly staff about additional new
titles that may be of interest to you. Call or check the online
catalog on our website (lplibrary.org) for availability or to
reserve a copy for pickup.

August 23 Safety Last! (1923, dir. Fred C. Newmeyer and
Sam Taylor; 70 min.) In this hilarious classic, silent film
comedian Harold Lloyd performs some of the most dangerous, amazing stunts ever filmed.

A Dual Inheritance by Joanna Hershon

College Age Gaming Night, ages 18-25

Saturday, June 22, 7-10 p.m.
Like games but are too old for our teen gaming programs?
Drop in for three straight hours of Rock Band, Street Fighter, and Mario Party at our gaming event for younger (not
young) adults. Snacks will be served! Trash talking will not
be actively prohibited! Fun will be had!

Leaving Everything Most Loved by Jacqueline Winspear
Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
The Mothers by Jennifer Gilmore
The River of No Return by Bee Ridgway
The Sound of Broken Glass by Deborah Crombie
The View from Penthouse B by Elinor Lipman
Z: A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald by Therese Anne Fowler

Visit the Friends’ BookShop In the Library
Donated Books, Magazines, CDs, DVDs, and Tapes are for sale at low prices!
Proceeds help support library programs and special services
Hours:
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.
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Located on the first floor (directly behind the elevator).

For more information: 708-352-0100

Meet Estelle Disselhorst

Find Summer Fun at
the Bookshop

The Library staff meets many interesting people every day. We thought
you’d like to meet them, too!

Friends of the
library

Whether you’re taking a vacation, looking for fun outdoors, or need a few tricks
up your sleeve to keep your
kids entertained this summer, we have something for you!
Stop by the Friends Bookshop and check out our large
selection of books, puzzles, and movies. We have books on
travel, sports, hobbies, gardening, and more, bargain priced
at $0.10 to $3.

How long have you been a patron of
the La Grange Park Public Library?
I have been a patron since June 2010.
Before that I lived in Las Vegas for
20 years, where I played on traveling
senior women’s softball and tennis
teams.
When you’re not at the Library, where are we most likely to
find you?
I teach religious education classes to children at church. My
first teaching assignment was in Cedar Falls, Iowa, in a little
farming community. I have also taught in Hawaii, San Francisco, and Oak Park. In 1999, I was a teacher trainer for the
Peace Corps in Przemysl, Poland.
Do you have any book, movie, or CD recommendations?
My favorites are all old books. Miracle at Carville, by Betty
Martin, is an old book that’s out of print. It’s about a woman
who’s engaged to be married, and she comes down with
leprosy. I do a lot of reading. Once I get into a book, don’t
bother me. I’m gone for one or two days. I like to read.
How has the Library enriched your life?
I think reading enriches your life. I like a lot of nonfiction,
and that enriches my life. A lot of time when I’m teaching my
religious ed class, it helps me to pass on things that I’ve read.
When I was in Hawaii, we visited Molokai. Having read that
book about leprosy and then being able to visit there, that
enriched my life. Visiting places I have read about enriches
my life.

Bike Fest

At the Village Market
Saturday, June 8, 9-11 a.m.
Bike over to the La Grange
Park Chamber of Commerce’s 3rd annual Bike Fest
to register your bike with
the village, get a tune-up,
and learn about bike safety.
Participants will be entered
into a raffle to win t-shirts
and other cool prizes! The
Library will be there with a
fun activity.

The Bookshop is generally open the same hours as the Library. Knowledgeable, friendly volunteers are always ready
to help.
You don’t have to volunteer to be a Friend of the Library.
To become a Friend of the Library, pick up a membership
application in the Library or at lplibrary.org/support. Annual dues are tax deductible as allowable by law.
Please donate your gently used books, magazines, CDs, and
DVDs. If needed, arrangements can be made for pickup.
Call us at 708-352-0100. The Friends are also looking for
volunteers to staff the Bookshop. Please contact Joan Marino, President of the Friends, at friends@lplibrary.org.

Free Online Resources:
Tutor.com and Auto Repair Reference Center

The La Grange Park Public Library provides a variety of
online databases and resources on our website, including
many that you can access with your
library card anywhere with an internet connection. For more information or to browse these tools, visit
lplibrary.org/online-resources.

Tutor.com can help you get your
homework done, write your paper,
or study for your test so that you
can get back to doing the things you
love. Don’t get frustrated or stay
stuck. Instead, log on to Tutor.com
through the Library’s website to get
the help you need, right when you
need it. Tutors are available seven
days a week from 3-10 p.m. Students
(and parents!) can get help with questions in math, science, English, social studies, and writing for grades K-12.
The Auto Repair Reference Center offers a comprehensive
collection of car repair information. Repair and maintenance instructions written by National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certified technicians are
available for most major manufacturers of domestic and
imported vehicles from 1945 to the present. Drawings and
photographs illustrate many steps.
7

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 612
La Grange, IL 60525

La Grange Park Friends of the Library
555 N. La Grange Road
La Grange Park, IL 60526-5644

Postal Customer
La Grange Park, IL 60526

Off the Shelves

is a quarterly publication of the
La Grange Park Public Library District
555 North La Grange Road
La Grange Park, IL 60526-5644
Library Hours
Monday through Thursday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday		
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Phone 708-352-0100 • Fax 708-352-1606 • TDD 708-352-1970
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Library Board meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month
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Bequests: Those who wish to help assure the continuation and growth
of our programs, collections and services by means and mention in your
will should contact the Executive Director for more information.
Disability Accommodation: If you or your child needs an
accommodation for a disability to attend any program, please phone the
Library at least five working days prior to the scheduled program.

Pew Study: Parents Value Libraries

A new national study revealed that 94% of parents of children
younger than 18 feel that libraries are very important for
their children. That value carries over into those parents’ own
higher-than-average use of a wide range of library services.
The Pew Research Center found that 84 percent of these
parents say a major reason they want their children to
have access to libraries is that libraries help instill their
children’s love of reading and books. Another 81 percent say
that libraries provide their children with information and
resources not available at home.
Library Director Dixie Conkis noted that many of the
programs and services offered for children in libraries today
are different than what their parents remember from their
childhoods, prompting them to see what else has changed.
“When parents see that there are ereaders and iPads available
for their children to use, they get the idea that maybe they
should see what’s new for them as well.”

Library Closings
Thursday, July 4 - Independence Day

