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LPPL Celebrates
40 Years
By Laurie Whitman,
Library Trustee

The La Grange Park Public
Library proudly celebrates
our 40th anniversary this
June. We have come a long
way. It was in 1957 that residents approved the formation of the Library, but they
did not get approval for tax
support.
Not to be deterred, the Committee of Citizens formed
in 1974 with the purpose
of providing a library to the
community. This time, the
residents came through and
approved a referendum to
establish a library district for
La Grange Park.
Beginning in August 1975,
the Suburban Library System
provided us with bookmobile service. The bookmobile
made several stops weekly
within the village, one of
them being the Jewel parking

spotlight
From Billions to None:
The Passenger Pigeon’s
Flight to Extinction
Film Screening and
Discussion
Saturday, March 14, 2 pm

On September 1, 1914, Martha, the last passenger pigeon
in captivity, died at the Cincinnati Zoo, marking the end
of the most abundant bird
species in North America.
Directed by La Grange Park
filmmaker David Mrazek,
this award-winning documentary follows Chicago
area naturalist Joel Greenberg
as he reveals the compelling story of this unlikely
extinction and explores the
birds’ striking relevance to

lot. A year later, on August 1,
1976, we rented 5,400 square
feet of space from District
102 in the basement of the
‘old’ Forest Road School,
now the Science Center at
Barnsdale. It was a cozy spot,
the place where I took my
children for story hour in the
‘80s. At the time, our collection included 4,600 books
and we circulated 51,000
items the first year.
We rapidly outgrew that
space and in late 1987 a
referendum was approved for
a new building, our current
building at 555 N. La Grange
Road. The building was
completed and on opening
day, November 27, 1989, we
circulated 1,132 items.

of 6,973. With the changes
in libraries, we now have
much more than books in
our collection: 76,883 books;
24,319 audio items; 3,509
audio downloadable titles;
6,467 videos and DVDS;
117 downloadable DVDs
and videos; 172 periodical
subscriptions; eBooks now
total 22,820 and we have 31
licensed databases.
Watch for special events in
June as we celebrate our 40th!
There will be something for
everyone. For local history
buffs, we have scrapbooks
and files documenting the
birth and growth of our beloved Library. Please inquire
at the Reference Desk.

Today, our yearly circulation is 152,613 items with
additional eBook circulation

conservation issues today. A
discussion with Mr. Mrazek
will follow the screening,
and copies of the DVD will
be available for purchase.
Sponsored by the La Grange
Park Sustainability Commission and the La Grange Park
Friends of the Library.

New online catalog
coming this April! Details
and raffle information
inside…
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children’s
programs
Get your homework
done with Tutor.com
– free with your LPPL
library card

This fall, La Grange Park
students logged onto Tutor.
com for help with algebra,
chemistry, English, and
Spanish composition. A La
Grange Park student had
this to say after a tutoring
session: “I had my hesitations about working online
with someone, and not
face-to-face, but it worked
completely fine and was
helpful!”

Professional tutors are
available for students in
grades K-12 from 3:00 to
10:00 pm, 7 days a week.
What can Tutor.com do for
you? Log in through our
website, your computer, or
mobile device and find out!

Thermonuclear
Thursdays

Thursdays are the bomb at
the library, when big kids
rule at 4:00!

G3

March 5 and 19, April 2
and 16, May 7 and 21
Our electronic gaming
group now takes place twice
a month, every first and
third Thursday! Play on our
PS3 and our Wii U, or bring
your DS and hook up with
your friends. Grades 4-6.
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Super Saturdays

Come to the library on the first Saturday of March and May
for our series of one-time-only programs! Due to spring holidays, there will not be a Super Saturday program in April.

Board Game Bonanza

March 7, 10:30 am
Put your imagination to work creating a fun game on a wooden board. Think about spaces, spinners, obstacles, tricks,
cards, and traps. Incorporate amazing and exciting recycled
materials. Design your own theme, rules, and play pieces.
Rachel Weaver Rivera, MFA, of the Imagine Art Studio will
facilitate this art workshop. Grades 1-6.

Once Upon Some Messy Fun

May 2, 10:30 am
Miss Tracy returns to the Children’s Department for a spring
themed morning of sensory science, art, and story fun. Wear
old clothes! Ages 3-8.

ReDiscover

The La Grange Park Library is collaborating with eight other
area libraries this spring to present “Celebrating Home” in
March and April. Our April after-school programs will reflect
this theme.

After-School Programs

Monday Kids Club
Mondays, 4 pm
Grades K-3

Crafty Kids

March 2, April 6, May 4
Crafty Miss Kerry is very
creative! She offers an easy
make-and-take craft one
Monday a month.

Books and Brownies

March 9, April 13, May 11
Do you like books? Do
you like baking? Join Miss
Margaret and see what she’s
making! Mix up something
yummy, then read and discuss an easy chapter book
from our collection.

Mad Science Mondays

March 16, April 20, May 18
Will this be the year we blow
up the building? Sign up and
find out! Freaky science experiments and weird effects
abound!

Brick Builders

March 23, April 27, June 1
(note special date!)
Our monthly LEGO® club
returns for kids in grades
K and up. Use our LEGO®
bricks to build whatever you
can think of! At the end of
the hour we will collect your
creations for display until
next month when we’ll do it
all over again.

Monday at the Movies

Monday, March 30, 4 pm
Don’t miss this chance to see
Pixar’s critically acclaimed
film Up, shown in Disney
Digital 3-D and surround
sound. Rated PG; running
time: 96 minutes. Please
register to reserve your 3-D
glasses; if there is enough
interest, we’ll schedule a second showing at 6:30 pm.

Winter Story Times

It’s not too late to register
for Winter Story Time! Our
Winter session continues
through the week of March
23. Babies through Kindergarteners are sure to have a
great time! Register in person
at the Children’s Desk, sign
up online, or call us at 708352-0100.
Preschool Story Time, Ages
3-Kindergarten
Tuesdays, 1:30 pm or Fridays,
10:15 am
We will sing songs, learn new
fingerplays, and read some
wonderful stories from our
collection. Caregivers wait
nearby in the library while
the children attend.
Toddler Time, Ages 2-3½
and their caregivers
Wednesdays, 10:15 or 11:00
am
Toddlers and their grown-ups
will enjoy some fun stories
from our collection, and
learn new songs and fingerplays.
Baby Story Time, Ages 3-23
months and their caregivers
Tuesdays, 10:15 or 11:00 am
Enjoy rhymes, games, very
short books, and more. Programs will last about 20 minutes. Register for one session
but attend either, depending
on when baby is napping.
Family Story Time
Tuesdays, 6:30 pm
Bring the whole family for
an evening of stories, songs
and activities for all ages,
followed by a simple, makeand-take craft. Programs last
about an hour.

Sign up by phone at
708-352-0100, at
lplibrary.org, or at the
Children’s Desk.

teen programs

Maker Space Club
(Grades 7-12)

Please sign up for programs
at lplibrary.org or at the
Reference Desk.

Mondays, March 2, April 6,
and May 4, at 4:30 pm
Our tiny robot overlord is
getting antsy for companions. We’ll explore other
technologies and build cool
things. Registration required.

Stitches ‘n’ Snitches
(All ages)
Wednesdays, March 4, April
1, and May 6, at 4:30 pm
Knitting and Harry Potter
or knitting and gossip! It
doesn’t matter, as long as
you’re there to knit. And
maybe, just maybe, we’ll
have tea and scones. Registration suggested.

Stay tuned for
information about this
year’s summer reading
program, Every Hero
Has a Story.

Anime Club
(Grades 7-12)
Wednesdays, March 18 and
May 20, 6:30 pm
Anime and snacks. ‘Nuff
said. Registration suggested.

Pixel Club
(Grades 7-12)
Fridays, March 6 and 20,
April 3 and 17, May 1, 15,
and 29, 4:45-6 pm
With two laptops, XBOX
360, Wii U, PS3, 3DS, and
iPad 2 there’s always something for everyone. Registration suggested.

Teen Advisory Board
(Grades 7-12)

Mondays, March 16, April
20, and May 18, 5 pm
Teen Advisory Board is back!
The Young Adult Department will undergo some exciting changes this year and
your help is needed. Be ready
to discuss furniture, books,
games, music, movies, and,
of course, food! Registration
required.

ACT Practice Test
(Grades 7-12)

Sunday, March 22, 1:30 pm
Kaplan Test Prep will
provide proctored ACT
practice tests and will return scores with analyzed
results to students individually via email. Parent/
guardian contact info is
required at check-in on test
day. Limit 20. Registration
required.

Timey-Wimey Club
(All Ages)

Mondays, March 23 and
April 27, at 7 pm
Calling all Doctor Who
fans! Join us for a monthly
viewing of Doctor Who episodes and DW-related crafts.
Registration suggested.

All the places you can find the YA Department online
1. Library website – lplibrary.org/teens
2. Facebook – Search for “La Grange Park Public
Library Teen Department”
3. Instagram – instagram.com/lpplya
4. Tumblr – lpplya.tumblr.com

Get Connected!

Stay even more up-to-date
with Library happenings.
Sign up for our enewsletter at lplibrary.org, and we’ll
send weekly reminders about
Library programs and services right to your email. You
can also find us on:

Win an iPad mini

Win an
iPad
mini !

When our new catalog goes live in April, patrons will need
to reset their account PIN. Every patron that resets their
PIN or checks out five books during the month following
the switch will receive an entry to win prizes including an
iPad mini and gift cards to local businesses.

TM

Facebook
Twitter (@lplibrary)
Instagram (lplibrary)
Please return to the Circulation Desk.
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The Magical Art of
Problem Solving

adult
programs
Please register for programs in
person, at lplibrary.org,
or by calling 708-352-0100.

From Billions to None:
The Passenger Pigeon’s
Flight to Extinction
Film Screening and
Discussion
Saturday, March 14, 2 pm

Presented by Jeff Scanlan
Monday, April 13, 7 pm
Have you ever had a problem
you just couldn’t figure out?
Problem solving is an art
form and a skill that takes
both time and practice. In
this program you’ll learn how
to look at problems from a
different perspective, how
to think more creatively, and
become better at solving
problems. Sponsored by the
La Grange Park Friends of
the Library.

Golf Instructional
Seminar

Presented by Ken Malnar
Monday, March 9, 7 pm
Get ready for a summer of
golfing! Ken Malnar will
discuss general golf terms,
warmup movements, setup
positions for different golf
clubs, and more. Sponsored
by the La Grange Park
Friends of the Library.

Medicare Seminar

Presented by Bill Scanlon
Saturday, March 14,
10:30 am
Open to all ages. Especially
important for those approaching age 65, or already
65 and over. Learn about
Medicare changes, how to
select the best Medicare
Supplement Plan and Part
D Drug Plan, how to avoid
making a mistake in selecting
a plan, and learn about the
lowest cost Medicare Plan.

Presented by Barbara Sugden
and Ron Vargason
Monday, May 4, 7 pm
Roam along the shores of the
St. Lawrence River, through
Montreal and Quebec City
to nearly the end of the
road, then explore the Gaspe
Peninsula, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Island, and
more. You’ll learn about the
Acadian and Gaelic culture,
Anne of Green Gables, and
the geology that formed this
rugged scenic shoreline.
Sponsored by the La Grange
Park Friends of the Library.

Cookbook Club
Plenty by Yotem
Ottolenghi

Thursday, March 12, 6 pm

3D Movie: Deepsea
Challenge

Saturday, April 18, 2 pm
The 3D effects are astonishing, the surround sound is
cranked up, and the popcorn
is delicious when we show
3D movies on our giant
screen. Filmmaker James
Cameron quests to visit the
deepest known point in the
ocean in this nail-biting
documentary. Please register
to reserve your 3D glasses.
Limit 12.

Our summer reading program begins on
June 1. Stay tuned for events centered around this
year's theme, Every Hero has a Story.
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Canada’s Eastern
Shores

The Glory of Southern
Cooking by James
Villas

Thursday, May 21, 6 pm
When we explore a cookbook, it’s potluck meets book
discussion! Sign up at the
Reference Desk, pick a tasty
recipe from our enticing
selection (we’ll keep track to
avoid duplicates), and prepare it for the program. We’ll
sample lots of good food,
talk about what worked and
what didn’t, and select future
cookbooks. In March, we’ll
cook from our first vegetarian cookbook, from one of
the Cookbook Club’s favorite
authors. Our book in May
features an encyclopedic array of Southern classics, from
pimento cheese to gumbo.
Register in person by March
5/May 14.

Meet Rose Tuckenberry

The Library staff meets many interesting people every day. We thought you’d
like to meet them, too!
How long have you been visiting La
Grange Park Public Library?
I have been visiting the La Grange Park
Library since 1992.
What do you like best about the Library?
I have been saying this for years about the La Grange Park Library, that the customer service is top notch. It adds a certain
ambiance and warmth that supercedes many other libraries
that have all the latest in technology but are so lacking in
people skills. From Circulation to Reference to the Children’s Department, I have found all to be extremely helpful. I
THANK YOU for that.
Where are we most likely to find you when you’re not at the
Library?
Depends on what day it is. I attend quite a few workshops,
seminars, and enrichment classes at my church. I also love to
get outdoors and exercise as much as possible in our forest
preserve.
Do you prefer a physical book or an eReader? Why?
I am old school so give me a physical book and an easy chair
and a cup of coffee or tea, and I am happy.
What is your favorite thing about reading?
“Oh, the Places You’ll Go,” to quote one of my favorite children’s books. Using your imaginative powers, one can travel
to many places that you may not actually go. I also like becoming acquainted with different phraseology or the way that
a particular writer thinks and expresses him or herself.
Do you have any book recommendations?
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
All five autobiographical books by Maya Angelou

Volunteer Spotlight

In addition to the digital
collections available to La
Grange Park residents at mediaondemand.org, the Library
now has access to ereadillinois.com. They recently
added 700 audiobooks to
their collection of 18,000
eBooks. Stop by or call the
Reference Desk for help using this digital resource.

In 2014, Library volunteers
contributed 957.25 hours
of their time. Friends of the
Library volunteers spent
2,833.25 hours running
their wonderful bookstore.
We couldn’t do what we do
without them. If you see any
of our volunteers, please
thank them and maybe even
consider volunteering yourself! Contact Sharon Kooi at
708-352-0100.

ReDiscover

The Big Read is now ReDiscover, a theme-centered,
program-driven event. This year’s theme is “Celebrating
Home”. From mid-March through April, programs, book
discussions, and films that celebrate home will be offered by
nine participating libraries. For a list of all the programs offered, stop in and pick up a brochure or visit re-discover.org.
Books Alive! Book Discussion
Howards End by E. M. Forester
Tuesday, March 17, 2 pm
Unlocking the Doors to Your Home’s Past
Presented by Grace DuMelle
Saturday, March 28, 2 pm
Satisfy your curiosity about your own home or one in the
family. Learn techniques for dating a residence, discovering
the architect, finding out who lived there and other fascinating tidbits. Sponsored by the La Grange Park Friends of
the Library.
Making Your Home Pet Friendly
Presented by Kim Iffert, Hinsdale Humane Society
Monday, April 20, 7 pm
Pets are family, too. Learn how to provide them a safe environment in your home and keep them happy. Sponsored
by the La Grange Park Friends of the Library.
Herbs for Home & Health
Presented by the Prairie Godmothers
Saturday, April 25, 2 pm
Herbs enhance food, soothe the body, and are incredibly
easy to grow. Learn what to grow, how to grow it, and how
to use them in the kitchen and bath. Sponsored by the La
Grange Park Friends of the Library.

Neighbor news
Job Hunting in your 50s and 60s

Monday, April 20, 7 pm
What’s your passion? Hear tips about
professional branding, resume writing,
interviewing, job search strategies,
LinkedIn and other social media, and
networking. Learn new ideas on how
to deal with the age issue, job search
burnout, and attitude in the process.
Karen Evertsen, Talent Acquisition Leader for AT&T, Allstate,
Motorola, etc. will share her recruiter and business expertise.
Please register by April 15 through the La Grange Library at
708-215-3200. (5 min/ 20 max)
For additional programming at local libraries, visit
lagrangelibrary.org and fordlibrary.org.

Books alive

Book Discussion Group
Third Tuesday of the month,
2 pm

Our spring selections are set in Great Britain, the United
States, and Europe. Books are available one month before
the meeting. All are welcome to attend.
March 17 Howards End by E. M. Forster
The Big Read program is now ReDiscover! The theme for
2015 is Celebrating Home. Our Library has selected Howards End for our book discussion.
The author described his last novel of the Edwardian era as
“primarily a hunt for a home.” Howards End is the story of a
charming old country house and which of two families will
inherit it. This classic is as relevant today as it was when it
was first published in 1910.
April 21 Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and Murder of a President by Candice Millard
This nonfiction book is a dual biography of the 20th U. S.
President and his assassin Charles Guiteau. James Garfield
rose from poverty to become a teacher, Union army general, and admired congressman. He was shot by a deranged
office seeker just four months after the inauguration. This
engaging book is an insightful look at the political and scientific developments of late nineteenth-century America.
May 19 Us by David Nicholls
This wise and witty novel is part travelogue and part personal history. Douglas Petersen schemes to win back his
wife of 25 years and repair his strained relationship with
his teen-aged son while on a European tour.

Does spring fever have you spring cleaning? Are
your bookshelves overflowing? Drop off any gently
used books, magazines, or movies at the Friends’
Bookshop on the first floor of the Library and pick up
some treasures to take back home.

New Online Catalog Coming in April
The 77 libraries in the SWAN
consortium, including La
Grange Park, are gearing up
for a switchover in April to
a new online catalog called
Enterprise. Patrons will be
able to view eBook holds
and checkouts, place holds,
freeze holds and pay fines.
Patrons can also indicate
how they prefer to be notified when materials arrive,
whether by phone, e-mail,
text, or paper. These new features will enhance the user
experience and make things
easier for those who regularly use the catalog.
Most importantly, the new
SWAN catalog allows for
more intuitive searching,
as well as eBook and online
resource integration. With
intuitive searching, patrons
will get recommended titles
and receive results the way
they would expect, resembling the familiarity of popular internet search engines.
For eBook and audiobook
lovers, this new catalog provides a seamless combination. A patron can view the
downloadable resources that
are checked out to his or her
account, search for all digital
holdings in the catalog and

then download these materials without having to leave
the catalog. This advanced
system will also offer additional value to patrons with
mobile apps and social media
integration.
Rest assured, all participating libraries will have staff
trained to help members with
the new system, as well as
print and online instructions
to ease the transition. Keep
an eye on our enewsletter,
call, or visit the Library for
help with the new catalog.
Important dates:
April 11-13: The Library
will need to check books out
manually, so please be sure to
have your library card with
you as we will be unable to
access your account without
it. The online catalog will
still be available for searching. Due dates will be extended so you can keep your
books longer while we make
the switch.
April 14: Planned switchover
date. Once the new catalog
is up and running, patrons
will need to reset the PIN on
their account.

Visit the Friends’ BookShop In the Library
Donated books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, and tapes are for sale at low prices!
Proceeds support library programs and special services.
Located on the first floor (directly behind the elevator)
For more information: 708-352-0100
Please donate your gently used books, magazines, CDs, and DVDs. If
needed, arrangements can be made for pickup by calling 708-352-0100
or contacting Joan Marino at friends@lplibrary.org.
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The Friends of the
Library is looking for
volunteers to staff the
bookshop. Please contact
Joan Marino,
President of the Friends,
at friends@lplibrary.org.

Computer and Technology Classes
Tech Tutors
iPad irritation? Wigged out by Windows 8? Stymied by your
smartphone? Sign up for a 30-minute session with one of our
tech experts and we’ll help you solve your electronic woes!
Advance registration required at the Reference Desk or by
calling 708-352-0100.
Tech Tutors on the Road
Bethlehem Woods, Saturday, April 11, 9 am-1 pm
Plymouth Place, Saturday, May 23, 9 am-1 pm
Can’t make it to the Library? We’ll be at local retirement communities for first-come, first-served tech tutoring, to teach
you everything from how to use your new touchscreen device
to how to download free eBooks from the Library.
Computer Classes
Five spaces are available for each of the following classes.
Registration required at the Reference Desk or by calling
708-352-0100. Everyone is welcome, but priority will be
given to La Grange Park residents who have not previously
taken our computer classes.
Library Laptop Meet-and-Greet
Thursday, March 19, 6 pm
Tuesday, March 24, 11 am
This winter, the Library replaced its old desktop computers
with 26 shiny new laptops, loaded with the latest versions
of Microsoft Office and popular web browsers. In this class,
you’ll learn how to get the most from these computers.
Facebook for Beginners
Thursday, April 2, 6 pm
Tuesday, April 7, 11 am
Ready to join one of the web’s most popular social networks?
We’ll teach you how to use Facebook’s basic functions,
connect with friends, and keep your personal information
private. If you don’t have a Facebook account, we’ll help you
set one up.
Computer Buying 101
Thursday, May 14, 7 pm
Are you in the market for a new computer? In this lecture,
we’ll discuss the pros and cons of different types of computers, including desktops, laptops, Chromebooks, and tablets.
You’ll also learn about which specifications are most important and where to look online for reviews and other information. No registration required.

“My library is the place where I find inspiration,
information, and connection with the world –
and peace.”
– Ruth W. Crocker

Film Discussion Group – 15th Anniversary!

Fridays, 7 pm
Do you enjoy talking about movies after the credits roll?
Join us for free screenings of great independent, foreign,
and documentary films on our HUGE screen, followed by
brief discussions.
March 6 Boyhood (2014, dir. Richard Linklater; 165 min.)
This exquisite, award-winning film, from the director of too
many Film Discussion Group favorites to list, tracks a boy
and his family over 12 real years. We’re serving popcorn to
celebrate our 15th anniversary, this time only!
March 20 Life Itself (2014, dir. Steve James; 120 min.)
The life, warts and all, of famous film critic Roger Ebert is
covered in this hilarious, heartrending documentary.
April 3 Love is Strange (2014, dir. Ira Sachs; 94 min.) In
this poignant drama, a longtime gay couple experiences the
drastic consequences of their marriage.
April 17 The Missing Picture (2014, dir. Rithy Panh; 92
min.) The genocide perpetrated by the Khmer Rouge is
depicted using clay figures in this innovative drama.
May 1 Strange Little Cat (2013, dir. Ramon Zürcher; 72
min.) This unusual film, about nothing more than a family
preparing for dinner, offers gentle surrealism reminiscent of
Jacques Tati.
May 15 The Tale of the Princess Kaguya (2013, dir. Isao
Takahata; 137 min.) A princess is discovered in a stalk of
bamboo in this magical, painterly animated film.
May 29 Coherence (2014, dir. James Ward Byrkit; 89
min.) A comet wreaks havoc on a dinner party in this
mind-bending science fiction thriller.

German Conversation Group

Wednesdays, 12 pm
Want to practice your German? This group is designed for
adults who want to improve speaking and reading skills in
a fun and casual way. We welcome those with intermediate
to advanced skills. Join us to have casual conversations in
German, share stories, read German literature, and meet
new people. If you are German born or you studied German in college, you’ll have the opportunity to keep up your
language skills.

DID YOU KNOW…

…that your library has 26 new laptops for you to enjoy?
Just give the Circulation Desk your photo ID or library card
and we will give you a laptop and a mouse to use anywhere
in the library. Questions? Stop by the Circulation Desk.
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Library Board meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 7 pm. Visitors are welcome.
Board of Library Trustees: Cathy Foster, President; Ann Lee, Vice
President; Laurie Whitman, Secretary; Sheryl Cox, Treasurer; Dorren
Gersten-Briand, Julie Gies, and Mary Lou Hurley, Members.
Dixie Conkis, Executive Director
Joan Marino, President, La Grange Park Friends of the Library
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Ladies of the Library Knitting Group

2nd Thursday of the month, March 12, April 9, and May 14
Think about joining us the second Thursday of each month
at the library from 10:30 am – 12 pm. Thanks to the many
bags of donated yarn we have been able to create and take
218 items to the Community Nurse Health Association for
their yearly “Secret Santa Project”. These care packages go
out to local families that might have trouble supplying these
treasures for their families. Our group of library knitters has
proudly sent them:
1. 44 Blankets
2. 90 Hats
3. 5 Pairs of Gloves
4. 6 Pair of Mittens
5. 26 Scarves
6. 16 Sweaters
7. 4 Pair of Slippers
8. 26 Misc. items from toys to ponchos
We are very happy that through the efforts of a few we have
been able to help many. Please remember us when you are
sorting through your old yarn.

Library Closings
Sunday, April 5 – Easter Sunday
Monday, May 25 – Memorial Day

