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WELCOME TO THE FIRST EDITION
This summer the La Grange 
Park Public Library will begin a 
construction project to repair 
structural damage primarily on 
the east and west walls and make 
several exterior improvements. 

Library staff first noticed water 
damage along the east wall in 
2014. After a water infiltration 

study was completed in spring 
of 2015, the board of trustees 
began extensive, multi-year 
research to determine the 
scope of various maintenance 
issues related to the building.

For a timeline of the project 
and FAQs submitted by 
residents, take a peek at page 2!
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Question: 
When will construction start and what hours will
work be taking place?

Answer: 
We anticipate construction beginning in July 2021
to take advantage of warm weather. Hours of
heavy work will likely be completed in the morning
and early afternoon.

La Grange Park Public Library
Building Project FAQs

For more answers to frequently asked questions, visit: 

lplibrary.org/building-project

Question: 

We do not believe this will have any affect on La
Grange Rd traffic. If anything, there may be a few
trucks pulling in and out of Oak Avenue as workers
arrive and then leave later in the day. However, no
work is being done that will involve road closures
or increased traffic. 
 

Will this affect traffic on La Grange Rd?
Answer:

Answer:

Question: 
How are you paying for the project? Will there be
a referendum?

We’ve budgeted carefully for the last 6 years since
we first learned of the issues with the exterior and
we’ve been able to put $1.5 million in our capital
savings fund. The rest will come from debt service
we will issue during the summer. This does not
increase taxes and we pay it off like any other loan
over the course of a certain amount of years.  

Answer: 

 

Question: 
Will you be closing the library during
construction?

We do not anticipate any extended closures
during construction. 

Studio GC is hired to

complete a Facility

Needs Assessment to

determine the full scope

of maintenance needed

in addition to water

infiltration issues

La Grange Park Public Library
History of the Building Project

Kluber Architects &

Engineers completes an

investigative study after

water is found coming

into the library; cost

estimates reported at

approximately $2.2

million

July 2015 February 2016

July 2017

A community meeting is

held to share the Facility

Assessment with

residents

June 2018

A second community

meeting is held to

answer questions about

the facility and share

the new Master Facility

Plan

July 2020 

Library board issues a

Request for

Qualifications (RFQ) for

Construction

Management services;

Boldt is hired as the

library’s CM firm

 

November 2020

RFQ for Architectural

services is issued

January 2021

Public meeting held to

discuss architect

selection. 845 Design

Group is selected as the

most qualified design

firm. 

February 2021

845 Design solicits

community input on the

building project including

a patron survey, Zoom

interviews with

community members,

and staff and board

discussions. 

lplibrary.org/building-project
For more information and for the

full-version of this timeline. 

Visit:



Cal’s favorite rainy day activity is visiting La Grange Park Library

Rain, rain, 

you can stay

while I visit 

my library
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How strange! Cal is inside the library but he is getting wet!

Why is the rain coming inside? 

Will Cal find a way to stop the leak and save the library? 
Find out in the next issue of “Cal: The Library Canine.” 

The library needs 
help! We can’t let 

the water come 
inside the building. 

There must be a way 

to stop the leak.But ���?

Silly Cal! Water belongs outside the library 
and not near all the books. 

Surfing and storybooks! What could go wrong?

What to choose? The Hound of the Baskervilles? Too scary. Old Yeller? Too sad. White Fang? Too wolf-y. Maybe I should ask a librarian for ideas.

Cal: The Library Canine

Maybe I could go swimming in the library!



BU
IL

D
IN

G
 P

RO
JE

C
T 

N
EW

S La Grange Park Friends of the Library
555 N. La Grange Road
La Grange, IL 60526

Postal Customer
La Grange Park, IL 60526

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Permit No. 612

La Grange, IL 60525

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday  11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday    Closed
Saturday   10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday   Closed

Phone: 708-352-0100 
Email: info@lplibrary.org 
Website: lplibrary.org

Board of Library Trustees
Laurie Whitman, President
Julie Gies, Vice President
David Swainson, Treasurer
Karen Snow-Bartholomai, Secretary
Allison Demes-O’Brien, Trustee
Michael Donaldson, Trustee
Joshua Hightower, Trustee

Kate Buckson, Library Director
Janet Tencza, Newsletter Design 

BUILDING PROJECT NEWS is a publication of 
the La Grange Park Public Library District

Please visit our building project webpage, lplibrary.org/building-project. You will 
find the latest updates about construction and a digital version of this publication.


