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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
A meeting of the Board of Library Trustees of the La Grange Park Public Library District, September 17, 2025 was 

held at 7:00pm, at the La Grange Park Public Library, 555 N. La Grange Road, La Grange Park, IL 60526. 

 

1. President Demes-O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

2. Upon roll call the following were present: President Demes-O’Brien, Vice-President Whitman, Secretary 

Snow, Trustee Gies, Trustee Krall, and Trustee Sifuentes. Absent: Treasure Hightower. Also present were 

Executive Director Gabe Oppenheim and Patricia Harwood, Meeting Stenographer.   

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Introduction of Visitor(s): None 

5. Public Comment: None 

6. Staff Reports: Director Oppenheim informed the Board that Leopardo came back to examine areas with 

which the library has had problems. This includes the leaking book drop and the louver vents that birds 

nest in and seem to be able to enter. Leopardo has not yet given the library a timeline for resolution of 

these issues. Trustee Gies offered concerns about the landscaping in the west and north of the library.  

Oppenheim explained that the library has looked into landscapers and has found the proposals received 

to be really high. The library has also looked into hiring an arborist to help remove dead branches from 

trees in the parking lot. 

7. Trustee reports: President Demes-O’Brien had nothing to announce. 

8.   Gies motioned, seconded by Whitman, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion passed with 6 Ayes, 0 

Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent. Gies, Whitman, Sifuentes, Krall, Snow, and Demes-O’Brien. 

a. Minutes of previous meeting(s) 

b. Invoices to be paid in the amount of $38,586.38  

c. Checks from Wintrust Bank numbered:  37978-38020 

9. Unfinished business: 

a. Gies motioned, seconded by Whitman, to approve the Ordinance 2025-03: Budget and 

Appropriations Ordinance. Motion passed with 6 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent. Gies, 

Whitman, Sifuentes, Krall, Snow, and Demes O’Brien. 

b. Gies motioned, seconded by Whitman, to approve the Estimate of Revenues for Fiscal year 2025-

2026. Motion passed, all in favor.  

10. New Business:  

a. Discussion of Illinois Public Library Standards. The Board discussed the new process that they 

need to go through to qualify for the annual Per-Capita grant.  

11. Communications: (includes emails to the board) – None. 

12. No further business adjournment-Snow motioned, seconded by Krall, to adjourn. All in favor, motion 

passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:21pm. 


