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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
A meeting of the Board of Library Trustees of the La Grange Park Public Library District, October 15, 2025 was held
at 7:00pm, at the La Grange Park Public Library, 555 N. La Grange Road, La Grange Park, IL 60526.
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President Demes-O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Upon roll call the following were present: President Demes-O’Brien, Vice-President Whitman, Treasurer

Hightower, and Trustees Gies, Krall, and Sifuentes. Absent: Secretary Snow. Also present were Executive

Director Gabe Oppenheim and Patricia Harwood, Meeting Stenographer.

Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of Visitor(s): None

Public Comment: None

Staff Reports: Director Oppenheim informed the Board that the library’s primary book vendor, Baker &

Taylor, is going to close. Staff have been working with Ingram Library Services and are also looking into a

couple more options. This will affect eReadlllinois, and RAILS is looking into an alternative service for

eBooks and downloadable audio; Oppenheim speculated that Overdrive may be a possibility. Oppenheim

also mentioned that the Children’s Department is in need a new printer/copier machine. He feels that it

would be a good idea to move the current printer/copier machine that is located upstairs in the Adult

Department to the Children’s Department and lease a new printer to replace that machine.

Trustee reports: None

Gies motioned, seconded by Whitman, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion passed with 6 Ayes, 0

Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent. Gies, Whitman, Sifuentes, Krall, Hightower, and Demes-O’Brien.

a. Minutes of previous meeting(s)

b. Invoices to be paid in the amount of $28,778.70

c. Checks from Wintrust Bank numbered: 38021-38067

Unfinished business:

a. Review of Illinois Public Library Standards- The board reviewed the lllinois Public Library

Standards; they mentioned and discussed a couple of items, and feel confident about the
process.

10. New Business:

a.  Whitman motioned, seconded by Hightower, to approve the Resolution 2025-1R: Estimate of
Funds Needed for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. Motion passed with 6 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent.
Whitman, Hightower, Sifuentes, Krall, Gies, and Demes-O’Brien.

b. Sifuentes motioned, seconded by Krall, to approve the Ordinance 2025-04: Tentative Levy
Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. Motion passed with 6 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent.
Sifuentes, Krall, Gies, Hightower, Whitman, and Demes-O’Brien.

c. Discussion of Evergreen Bank Transition — Oppenheim explained that Evergreen Bank was
purchased by Old Second National Bank. We are waiting to see if Old Second will honor the
interest rate for the library’s savings account. If they do not, he has a couple of other options at
which we can look.

d. Discussion of holiday staff gifts-The Board greatly appreciates all that the staff does to keep our
library working smoothly and patrons happy. As has become tradition, they are going to treat the
staff to a hot potato bar, and a little gift of appreciation around the holidays. They opted to
continue discussion of the gift at the upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting.
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11. Communications: (includes emails to the board) — None.
12. No further business adjournment-Gies motioned, seconded by Whitman, to adjourn. All in favor, motion
passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm.
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